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PROFESSOR BRYCE'S NEW BOOK.

YTHE AMERICAN COMMONWEALTH., Ry James
Bryoe, M. P. for Aberdoen. Two vols, large

12mo., pp. XIX, 750, V11, 743. Macmillan & Co.
This work will be fnvaluable, rot only to the
Yoreign student who wishes to understand the
remarkable experiment in govcrnment which the
people of the United States are making, but also
1o the Amcrican citizen who wishes ng
more than & superficial knowledge of the politieal
system under which he lives, and of the differences
bevween it and those of other countries. It is
true, as Professor Bryoo says, in his introduction,
that * dunug the last fty years no autbor has
to himself the aim of portraying the

whole political system of the country in its
practice os well ns ite theory, of explaining,
pot only the National Government, but the State
governments; not only the Coustitution, but the
party system; not only the party system, but the
fdens, temper, habits of the sovercign people”
But this is only as much of the truth as the
author's modesty would permit him to tell. The
fiot is that no wiiter has ever sttempted to pre-
sent so comprehensive un aceount of our political
systum, founded upon such length of observation,
curichod with s0 great o mass of detail, and so
thoroughly practical in its churacier. De Toeque-
ville's book, while it undoubted!ly rendercd a great
service, snd will long continue to be read, was &
plilosophio treatise upon demociaey in the ab-
stract. with illust:ations dravn from this coun-
try, rather than a scientitic analysis and ex-
position of our political history and methods.
Professor Bryce's chief 8im his been to furnish
the student with the facts from which to draw
his own coneclusions, though a considerable share
of the work .6 devoted to his-observations, not
enly upon the systems of government, National,
Biste and local, and party methods, but also upon
many significant features in our social life having
an important bearing upon @ propeT  COM-
prehiension of the Awmerican charucter. As & ro-
sult, we have here @ storchouse of political in-
formation regurding America, such as no other
writer, American or other, has cver providad in
one work. The first volume is divided into three
parts. Purt I deals with the Natioval Govern-
ment, making an elaborate showing of its nature
and relations, the powers and duties of the Presi-
dent, the Cabinet, ete. Each House of Congress
is separately treated with great fullness of de-
tail, the contrast with the putliamentary systems
of other eountries is pointed out, and merits and
demerits, according to the author's point of view,
are frankly stated. The relations of Congress to
the President, of the Federal courts to the other
branches of the Government, and the origin,
growth and development of the Constitution—all
these sre treated with great fullbess; but the
style of the work, even in the discussion of

. questions of the most abstract character, is popu-

lar and exceedingly interesting. Part 1 subjects
the State Government to the same examination.
Part 111 discusses the history of political parties
and their present methods and characteristics.
Volume IT opens with @ full sccount of the party
system, deseribcs machines, rings and bosses
answers the question so often asked in forelgn
countries as to the real extent of corruption in
our polities; and describes couventions, Presi-
dential campaigns, ety Part 1V concerns itself
with public opimion, its extraordinary power in
American affairs, its ways of showing itself, ete.
On this subject Profesior Bryeo's views make an
interesting contrast to these of De Toequeville,
Part V gives carcful sketches of the Tweed and
Philsdelphis Gas Ilings and Keurneyism, and
deals philosophically with American demotraoy
considered as o whole, its supposed faults, and
those it actually posscsses. 1'art VI takes up
social institutions, the bar, railronds, Wall Street,
the ‘'pesition of women, the University, cte

Thke reader is strongly predisposed in fuvor of
the work by the discovery that the author's con-
lohlilml are the result of long and patient ob-
| tion, and by his frank confession that he has
often been obliged to ‘revise them. * When .
first visited America, elzhiteen years ngo,” he says,
# I brought home u swarm of bold generalizations.

Half of them were thrown  overboard
sfter ©u sccond vwisit in 1881, Of the
Lalf that remained, some were dropped iuto

the Atlantic when I roturned across it after a
lthil'd visit in 1628 and 1884 ; and although the
'swo later journeys gave birth to sowme new
vews, thess views are fewer and more disercetly
eautious than their departed sisters of 15707
e reader does not need to go far to discover that
while Professor Beyee finds much to eriticise, and
aven to gondemu. his predominnnt feeling is one
of great admiration for tle results that have
been achieved under our system and of entire
hopefuluess for the future; and that he has the
breadth of view to enable him to perorive how
erroneous dedunctions, based wholly upon Enropean
experience, are likely to be, * America excites
an admiration which must be felt upon the spot
to be understood. The hopefulness of her people
eommunicates ftself 1o one who lives among them,
and makes him perceive that the geaver faults of
polities may be far less dangerous there than they
would be in Europe. A hundred times in writing
this work have I been disheartensd by the fadts
1 was stoting; a hundred times bas the recolleetion
lof the abounding steength and vitality of the
nation chesed awny these tremors®  Professor
Bryce was conspicuously quallfied to earry this
fmportant work 1o a sucerssful conelusion. As
FProfesscr of Civil Law at Oxford and Member of
Parlisment for Alerdeen, he possesses the om-
bination of scholarly and practical charaeteristics
most needed for o correet understanding of the
Amorican political system.  What is ouly les re-
markable thun the comprehensiveness and ampli-
sude of the work, is its pecurney 10 statcmonts of
fact. To aid Lim in scouring this, he has had the
eo-operativn of a number of our publie wen, amd
Messrs. Seth Low and Frank J, Goodnow have
written separste chopters of the work, Professor

ryce's deductions ure his own, and may not al-
wuys be weecepted, but the treedgm of the bhook
from errors of detail is remwarkable in a work of
this kind.

The views of such an observer upon this great
Natiety of topics present so many points of In-
terest that a cloice among them is ditlicult.
There is & good deal siid, not ouly upon the
legal, but the sociol, relutions of the President:

To & European obeorver, weary of the slavish ob-
‘sequiousnuss aod lpdecp sduietion with which the
metnbors of relgning families s tweatod on the other
pide of the Atlantie, fawned on In publie, and carped
&b o private, the sociul relutlons of an Awerlean
President 10 his people are cmineotly refieshing,
There Is a great respect for the ollice, and a cor
responding respoct for (he man as Uw holder of the
ofice, if he has doms nothlug to degrade it He I8
tollowed awbout and feted, and in every way treatsd
a5 wie first man In the company; but the eplrt of
equality which rules the country liss sunk too deep
Into every American nature for him to sxpect te be
widrescad with batod brestl and whispering revarenoo.
It begins to be remarked In Europe thel monareny,
which used to be admitted polittcally dangarous, but
soclally useful, hus wow, since (s claws have besn
cut, beeomo politically vauluatoe, bat of more doubicful
soclal uitlity, In the U'nited Frutes the most sus-

Democrat—and there are Democrats who com-

ilain thet the offloe of Pesident (s too monrehileal—
nnot aoouse the chic! muglstracy uf huving tanded to
form & comt, much Ioss o creats those evils which
ghurive Iu the atmosphers of Europesn courts, No
FPresident dare violats soclal decorum as Furopean
1f he did, he would

soversigus have so often dune.
bo the first to l\!ﬂ'ﬂ;. e

This igtﬂming comparison i= made of the
Benate with the two houses of Parlisment:

As respacts ability, the Senste cannot be fit
sbly ecowm 1 with the Engiish House of Lopds, be.
:ll:all that wsarmbly conslsts of some teonty eninent
and as many ordinary men a'tending regularly
with & multitude of undistinguished Jersons  who,
though members, wre only orcastonal visitors, and
wo real share In the deliberations.  Setting the
Benate beside the House of Cummons, one may say
that the sveruge natural capacity of its seventy-pix
members Is not aboye that u" (he seventy.sis best
men in the English Touss, here 8 more varety
of talent In the Intter, and a preater birendih of cultyr,
On the other hand, the Senate excels (0 logal knowl
edgo as well as In practicsl shrewduess. he Mouss
of Communs econtadns wore men who could give u
ress on s literary or historical subject, the
ste more who could either deliver & rousing popular
barnnugue or mansge the husinoss of » grest trading
company, |‘AM“ the .l'umm I uf eapacity com-
E 'y poiiticians,
This eomparison is repeated with the House
of tatives

W & the HMouse at work, and talking t
Bioibers 10 the lobbies, an English el
imself Muf:lellaegll quall ma.? &2 4 ::::
mﬂl at of the House ol Commons.  Ilis

have prepared bl o expoct o

£

marked Infe A re fond of running down
Con - v"%mﬁm New-Ergiaadars and

New.Yorkers do this out of Intelloctual fastidivusness,
and In order to support tho iole which they uncon-
scelously fall (nto when talking to Europeans The
rougher Western men do It becatse they would not hava
) n olther scem or be * In any wag
than themselvos, sinco that would be opposed
republican u‘hl;. A sirangor who has  taken
Utorally all that he hears Is therefors surprised to
find so much charaeter, shrowdness, and keen though
fimited intalligence among the Reproseptatives. Thels
average busl pacity did not soem to me below
that of members of the House of Commons of 18s80-
I885.  Tro §t is thal great lghts, such as usunlly
adorn tho British ehamber, are absent; trie nlsu
that there are fower men who have received a high
education which has developed thalr tastes and en-
Iarged their horizons, The want of sueh men s
presses the average. It 18 ralged, howoever, by the
almost total absence of twp classes hitherto well
represented n the Dritish Parliament, the rich, dnil
prrvenu, who has bought Bimsel wto publio life,
and thio perhaps equally wnirttered young sporting
or fashlonable man who, nelther knowing nor caring

5

anything about polltlcs, has come In for & county, or

(before 1887) & small Dovough on the strength of his
family es'ates. Fow Congrassmen sink 1o 8o Jow
an Intellectisal Jevel as these two sats of persons, for
Congressmen have aimost cortalnly made thelr way
by energy and smartficss, !;ﬂrlrlng up a knowleder of
men and things “all the time™ In respect of wid'h
of view, of capacity for penotrafing thought oo
polltieal problems, Repressntatives am searcely ghove
the eluss from whieh they camsa, that of second-rate
lawyers or farmers, lesa often merchants or peity
manufacturers, They do no! retenid to be Siatess
wen (o the European sense of the werd, for thele
caroers, which have mnde them smart and setive,
have given them little opportunity for acquiring such
capacities. As regands mauners ther aro no! {nmhm.
bocause they have not lived among polls Wl pen-
yh:ﬁyu: nefther are they rnde, for to gel on in
Amarican politics one must be civil and pleasant.

Summing up his refleetions upon the form of

government, Professor Bryce says:

It must never be rurg:ren that the main Bhject
which the framers of the Constitution set befors thhm-
solves has been achleved. When Sloyes was ashed
what he had done during the Relgn of Terror, ho
answerad: “1 lved® The Coustitution ss o wholo
has stood and stands unshaken. The scales of powar
huve continued to hang falrly even. The Fresident
has not corrupted and ensiaved t'ung:l:: Congres4
has not yeed and cowed the Idont, Thoe
logislative may bave ?Ir.md somewhat on the ex-
ecutive department; yet were George Washington to
return to earth, he might be as great and useful a
Presidont as he was a century ago. Neither the

Logislature por the Exeou'lve hus for n momaent
threatered the lbgrtles of the prople. The Stales
have not broken up the Unlon, and the Unlon has

not absorbed the Btates. No wonder that the Amerl-
oans are proud of an instroment under which this
great result has been attalned, whick has paseed un-
scathed through the furnuce of civil war; which has
been foand capable of embracing a body of common-
woalths three times as numerous, and with twenty-
fold the papulation of the orleinal Gtates; which hns
cultivated the politieal inteliigenca of the masses to
a poin! reached In no ether eountry; which has
fosiered and been found compatible with a larger
measure of local self government than has exlatel
elsewhera, Nor ls 1t the least of its metits to havo
mails [ celf beloved. Objections may be taken to
partieular features, and these objections point, as most
American thinkers ars agreed, to practical lmprove-
ments which would pressrve tha excellencles and -
move some of the Inconveniences. Hut revercnen for
‘he Constitutfon has becoms so potent a conservative
Influsnee  that no proposal of fundamental change
socms likely to be entertained. And thls peverence
s iteelf ona of tho moast wholesome and hopeful
elsments fn tha character of the American poople.

Jle finds many reasons why more of the beet
men do not go into polities. The want of a social
and commerciai capital is one. To live in Paris
or London is of itself an attraction to many
Englishmer snd Frenchmen, but this can hardly
be said of Washington. There is no class to
which public or political life comes naturally, as
iv still does to many in Great Dritain and Franee.
A man seeking to enter the Lighar walks of public
life has more than 500 seats for which he may
stond.  But in the United States he 1s practically
confined to his own distriet, and rotation is often
the rule. There are more brilliant openings in
cther careers, especinlly to men without eapital
The railroad kings, for example, have of late years
swaved the fortunes of American citizens more than
the politicians,  The fuscinution of polities in
Fngland is largely a soclal fascination. DBut in
Ameriea n Congressman, a State (rovernor, a iy
Muyor gains nothing socially by his position. Pro-
fessor Bryce parpescly omits one alleged ground
why many of the best men do not go inte politics—
numely, the bad company the best people would
have to keep—and makes this significant remark
“In every country a politician has to nssociate
with men whom he despiss and distrusts. And
those whom he must despise and distrust are some-
times those whose so-called social rank is hishest—
the sons and nephews of great mobles.® He even
declines to consider the nttacks of the newspapers
as of much importance, although he thinks * that
there is recklessness in the American press, and
want of refinement in polities generally.” Far
more weight Le finds to be lald upon the diffioulties
which the organization of the party gystem throws
in the way of men who seek to enter publie life.

Whenever an intelligent Englishmun and Ameri-
ean pet to talking politics, the chances are that
it will not be more than five minutes bafore the
question of American corruption comes to the sur-
face,  “No inipression regarding American pol-
Itics,” Professor Bryce says, “is morz generslly
diffused in Lurope than that contained i the
question whiel the traveller who has roturned from
the United Stafes becumes so weary of being asked,
‘Isu't everybody eorrupt thepe? "

It s an lmpression for whiol tha Americans them-
gelves, with their alry way of talking about tuelr own
country, thelr fonduess for bhroad elfects, their enjoy-
ment of & good story and bhumorous pleasure in ex-
aggerations generally, are largely resyonsible.  Eu
ropeagl  visitors who, generally  belongiong to the
wealihier classes, are generally reactionary o poll
thes, and glad to find occaslon for disparaging popular
government, cagorly catch up and repeat the stories
they are told fn New-York or B&n Erlncinu, BEu-
ropean readsrs take literally the highly eolored plot-
ures of some Amerlean novels and assume that the
deseriptions there glven of certain wen aod groups
“iuside politles®—deserlptions legitimate enough In &
novel—=hold true of all men and groups following that
Unsas ory Europeans, moreover, and Enpli=n-

trmdle, 1

mon ecrfalnly not Jess tian other Buropeans, have a
useful knack of forgetting thelr own shirleomings
wlen eontomplating those of thelr nelghbors | so you
way hear men Wax eloquont over the depravity of
wransatlantle poiliclang who Wil sail very neap the
wind In ghving deceptive pledzes (o thelr own eon
stifuenis, who will support Bacrant jobs done on b
Lalf of thelr own party, who will acocpr favors from
and dine with, and reeefve af thelr own houses. flian-

vlat specultors and nembaors of the Te pisint v Jinme
aluis are just ai base and whose standant fs fust as
low as those of (e worst Congrossinan Lot ever came

to push his fortune In Washington

Professor Hryce admits the extreme dificulty
of estimating the Amouut of corruption that pre-
vails in our politics. “If & native
dues not know, as few do, how widely it is spread,”
it was mueh wore diflicalt for him to Jeurn.  His
fmpressions were, therefore, snbmitted to e
judgment of several falr-tuinded Amercans, and
pronounced substantinliy corrcct.  As in eviry
other purtion of the book, one is struek o this
discussion with Professor Bryce's desire 1o he
fmpartial His stetements will not, perlinps,
be universally accepted in all their details, but
%oy do- not seem exnggernted as & whole,  The
writer sums up as follows:

If 1his ts not & brizht pieture, nefther 4e it so dark
as thul which most Eurepeans have drawn, and which
the Juose lapgusge of mouy Amoricsins  sancthel.
What makss [t seem dark 18 the contrast Lotweon
the deficteneies which the Gavernment shows in this
respect, and the excellenes on the one hand of the
frame of the Censtitution, on the other «o! the toue
and sentiment of the peopls  ‘The Enropean iondoer
may, however, complain that the pleture Js vagur In
Its outlines, 1 canuot wake it more defiulte.  ‘The
facts ars pot eksy to ascertan, aud |t 48 had 1o say
what standard ons s to aniy to them. In the case
ol Amierica wen ars {oelined to apply an (deal stand-
ard, because sho Is & republle, professing to have &
uew :!rg.rlum in polltles and setting before ler a
higher fdeal then most European monsrchics.  Yet (v
must be remembered that 1 a new and Ivees countey,
where the templations are envimous and tha porsons
tpu,prnl have many of them po =ooial position
1o forfelt, the couditions sre uot the most favorsiis
to virtua, 1f, recognizing the fast that the nath of
the politiclan is [n all countries thiekly aest with
snares, weo loave [deals out of =izht and try Aperica
by un actua! standard, we shall find that \thﬁ.‘ Lier
Iagislative bodies fall below the level of purlty muln
tafned in t'.nf‘.!lnﬂ and  Germany, probably alsa In
Frunee and ]A]lv. her Federnl nnd Srate administen-
tion, tn spite of the evils Howing from an uncertaln
tenure, §s not. in_point of Integvity, st this moment
ponsibly fuferfor 0 the sdminlstrations of Eurvpoan
countries.

Professor Bryesa recurs again and agnin to the
excessive candor of Americans in desling with
their own fuults—a species of exaggeration whicl
gives false (mpressions to foreigners. The Eoglish,
us Lo says, have two morals for public Wfe—=tho
one conventional or {deal, the other actunl. The
sonventional assumes the avernge British states.
wan to be patriotie and consclientious, and treats
every fault as n derclietion from w high stand-
ard of duty, The sctual moral heard
lobbies of the legislative ehambers or the smok-
ing rooms of elubs is a very different atfuir, It
regurds the bribery of voters ns an offence only
when detcetion has followed, and smiles at elio-
tion pledges.  Bur America—

—4u far from covering things up, as the English
professing o high standan] and l.:;i;-l_\‘inualzdrlr;;ll:;--‘-’ﬁ’
ID\':*:I'a l‘:::etrﬁ:, Lut llﬂnlnnll]' th ber own ofepringe
y " ree course to publicity of wll
dids, wod I.lllt]N'o :rnﬂwn nnd s:-eu.'lutu l'ti ::iln'lrt?nl‘{
faults of her politielans In strong, no! W say csug-

Ameriesn

in thn

goratod, colo Buch excessive o X
inixed gain. t removes 'm“::;t" :";tﬂ‘ln ?ltilﬂ
mainienknce of & couvestional stundard Imposcs

| eall English
put s made thoi

|

Thero Is almost too 1ttle of make-bollevs about Amer.
feans In pubilio wiltings ws well as in private tulk,
and thoir dislike to Bumbug, by pocrisy, snd what they
Phariseelan, nol on'y tends to

wrong In the eyes of the 014 Wor
thely teal moinl sousitiveness,  Acenstomed o wsea
coustant p servies madered to a virtue not Intended
to be practised, Europeans nalurslly mssume that
things am fn the Unlied states severnl shades dacker
than they ate painfed, and (nferprel frankness as
eynieism.  Were American poliiies Judged Ly the
prtual and not the conventiorul standid of Eo d,
the contrast borween the demeris of the politiclans
and the merlis of the people would be less siriking.

In no eountry, he declares, is public opinion
g0 powerful as in the United States: in no eoun-
try can it he so well studied. The Ameriean
press seems 10 Lim 1o serve the expression and
stihsorve the formation of publie opinion more
fully than dors the press of any part of the
European continent, and not less fully ghan that
of Encland, Among the nutional characteristics
moulding publie opinion he finds good-nature,
kindliness, humor, hopefuiness, an unbounded
taith in the people and in a democratic system of
government, & higher avernge of knowledge than
in any other country, high maral and religions
average, Setiing aside the rabble of a few great
oities apd the negroes of the South, the avernge
of temperance, chastity, truthfininess and general
probity is higher than in any of the grent nations
of Europe.  Religion apart, he thinks the Ameri-
cuns an unreverential people, by which be docs
not mean that they are irreverent, or have not
a great capoeity for hera worship. o found
the people really too busy to think much about
politics,  1le found a want of serious and sus-
tained thinking, which, he admits, belongs to
the average mun cverywhere.  Tle found them
unsettled, frequently  migrating, yet a8
gociative and sympathetic. He found them
changeful, not fickle, but emotional, and yet con-
servative. Publie opinion is not governed by
olnsses in the Furopesn sense.  There is no gen-
eral opposition of upper and lower glasses. Thera
is no one cluss or set of men whase specinl
funetion it is to form and lead opinion, * Tha
politieiuns certainly do mot. Public opinion
Jeads them.”  Still less is there any governing
olass, “ The Nation is not an aggregate of classes.
They exist within it, hut they do not make it
up. You are not struck by their politieal sig-
nificance as you would be in any Furopean coun-
try.  The people is one people, although it ocou-
pies & wider territory than any other Nation,
snd is composed o clements from many quar-
ters.”

Professor Bryes donhts the correctness of Da
Tooqueville's account of the tyranny of the ma-
jority in this country, even at the time [t was
written.  11¢ is inelined to suspect that the French
writer, struck by the enormous power of general
opinion, may have attributed too much of the
submissiveness which be olserved to the active
coercion of the majority, aud teo little to the
tendeney of the minority to acquiesee, which Pro-
fessor Dryee finds so remarkable o feature of
American life.  *In no other country,” he says,
@ does the heaten minority tiake a defeat so well”
Tle does not find such o tyranny either in Fed-
oral or State legislation, or in the action of pub-
We opinton and sentiment outside of the sphere
of law.” It sonial persecution exists in the
America of to-dny,” he says, * it is nn].y in a few
darl corners.®  No one is made to suffer for hold-
ing aloof from the elinrelies, ns he admits one
might sulfer in sn Ko slish village

To boventt a man for his politles, or even tn
dgcovrage his shop i the way not pneommaon ih
&l nirts of raenl Frglad and Irelind woithl axejte
{ndiznation i Amer the attempts of some
labor organlzations firms resleting strikes
Eave roused strong d'spledsarn, Taking the country,
all in all. it 1= haed 1o fmagine more complete lberty
thau ndividuals or grovps enjoy elther 1o eXprees
or propagate thelr views, or to act as thev uleasn
within thn limits of the law, Hmits which, exeept a5
regards the =alo of Intoxicants, ar drawn as widely
as in Western Furips

The principal weakness he finds in govern-
ment by publis opinion, as we hoave it in this
eountry, is that there saems to be no mpchinery
available for itz expression. The result is that
vital decisions lave usually hung fire longer
than they would have been 1ikely to do in
Furopean countries. There is also a longsuf-|
foring tolerance toward incompatencs and mis-
conduet, which striles Buropean observers. But
public opinion, #s it need hardly be said, sue-
coeds in many respects, Too much stress, P'ro-
fessor DBryoe says, cannot be laid on the faet that
“ the strong point of the American system, the
dominant fact of the situntion, is the health-
fulness of publie opinion, and the eontrol which
it exerts. No sevious cvils, no mnkling sore in
the body politie, can remnin long goncealed, and
when diselosed it fs half destroyed.” He finds
o great enpacity of hero-worship among the Ameri-
cans, in spite of the supposed levelling  ten-
dencles of democracy <

1 doubt i there he any country whers a really
beiliinnt man, confitent of his own stenngth, aml
atdiding the charm of ® strfking dr!r‘mn.llity o tha
gift of popnlar eloquence, would find an easier path
to fama and power, and would exart more influence
over the minds and emotions of the multitude.

No passage of the werk is more interesting
than that in which the author discusses the
supposed faults of demooracy with » view of
discovering whether they exist 1o any marked
extent in the United States; and the faults
which lie belleves do in reality exist Under
the first head e renders o verdiet of aequittal
on wlmost every eonnt.  He does not find weak-
ness and want of promptitude, nor flckleness
and instability, nor insubordination and contempt

-

for authority, charneteristic of the American
people.  1la has even sumething to say in favor
uf lymeh  Jaw  under cestain eclrelmstances,
Spealing of the familine bughear of militiry
despotism, he says: " Cpesarism is the lust danger
likely to mennce America. In ne nation 1s
civil order more stoble. None §s more averse
to the military spirit.  No political system Would
offer o g ¢ resistance to o attewmpt to
create o stending army o eentralize the mlmin-

istention.”  Ile flads that instead of being jealous
of reatness, intelieetunl eminence excites uiore
wimiration among the Americans than in Lurope.
They have no passion for destroying ol insti-
1utions, but the econtrary, tenacious in
tliele conservatism, anl the danger that they
may be misled by demagogues does not seem
to Lim at el jmportant. Massing to the true
thults of American dewoeracy, the author sums
them up as follows:

What are the canseguences which we may expact to
follow frum thess siles of demooracy, and
thiese eonditfons under wh it is forced to wurk?

Firstls @ cerain eulimonness of niind mnd tono,
a want of diguliy aml elovation in sud about the
conduct of pt irs, an fusensiBINY to the nobler
uspocts AN reenonsiblitties of Natlonal life.

Seconilly, a certali apsithy among the Juxurfous
elasres and fwthilods miods, who find themselves of
po more Weosul than the onlinary wvoler, and aro
lisg superficlal vulgarities of publie Jife,
hnowledse, tact and Judgmond In
Setation, as vl @ in administration,
nadegquat. reognition of the diMeulty of

of work, sod of the worth of spedlal ex
1% alkill in de with them, Eecmuee 1t is
o will not feel s Incom

il

nre,

tho ho s reipnisite cnpacity.

Fourthly, lasiiy In th noagemont of prblie bust-
hew cie entrnsted with such business befn,
ouly averag: Fing themselves, and thought of
by others as n men, with n deficlont sense of
thedr high respausiid s, may syocnmhb to the temp
ttons which the eontral of leglslnilon amd the publio
fands present, In cases Whore popsons of o more en.
lurged view, and with more of & soclal reputation to
-1.|;;n.:-=! would rmaln (teormptible.  To repress such
der-lictions of duty is every eltizen’s duty, but for
that teason It Is 10 large communitios wtt{o be nog-
Iscted.  Thus the very causes which fmplant the
mischief favor ita growth,

The tone of public life 1s lower than one
expects to find it in so great o nation  There
Is nn abundanee of patriotism, bur it does not
bear lts approprinte frult In roising the con-
ception of public office, of its worth ar! dignity,
Publie officinls not assuming themselves to be indi-
vidually wiser, stronger or better than theip
fellow citizens, and so far from magnifying
their offices and making them honorable, seem
anxious to show that they are notl mert greastupres
of the populsr vote,
statestnen in publio life.

The comparntive |n-

|

There is u ek ol trained |

secs no danger of mob rule, which hans # Jways
been charged ngainst democracy, but rather more
danger of plutocracy.

The strength of Ameriean demoetney lies in
its stability, for there is hardly any other couti-
try in which there is no thought en the part
of any cousiderable number of everturning ex-
isting institutions; in law-abiding habit—what
Professor Bryee ealls * a legality of view" — large-
ly induced by living under rigid Constitutions;
» broad simplicity In political ideas, and courn-
grous consistency in earryving them out: a very
slight relianee on govirnment oMetals ; the Inek
of strife between privileged and unprivileged
prders, the rich and poor; o remarkable moral
vigor illustrated in the establishment and sup-
port by private means of churchies, seminarics,
religious charities, colleges and universities to,
which there is no parallel elsewhere: the homo-
geneity of the prople: a sense of fraternity, giv-
ing the employer of Inbor o keener sense of duty
to those whom he empioys than employers have in
Furope. * Wealthy gnd powerful,” he admits,
wsych o country must have been under any
form of government, DBut the speed with which
<he has ndvabeed and the employment of the
sonrces of wealth which diffused comtort among
milllons of families may be placed to the eredit
of stimulative freedom.™

One of the minor topies dealt with is American
eonceit,

Fifty, or even forty years ago, the eoneelt of this

ople was a by-worid, It was not anly self-cofselous
1‘:1: obtrusive and aggressive.  Every visitor satirie
It, Dickens most keenly of ull, In forgiving whom the
Amerfcans gave the strongest proo af thelr gomd
pature,  Doubtless all unatlons are elther valn or
proud, or both: and thoss not leust who recelve Jeast
recognition from their nelghbors. A unatlon could
hardly stand without this element to support its self-
rellance ; though when pushed to the exticms, it may,
as happens with the Turks, muke natlonal ruln the
mors irretrievable.  Hut American cononit has besn
stesdily declining as the country has grown older,
more Aware of (s frue strength, mors respactad hy
other countries. There was less coneslt after the
Civil War than before, fhough the Civil War hal ro-
vealnd slemants of greatnoss unexpected by forelgnr §
thern I less now than there wias at the closn of tho
Civil War.  An Impartially rigorous eensor from soma
ofher planet might say of the Americans that they are
at this moment less pigeishly superelllous than the
Gormans, lass restlessly protentious than the French,
Irss pharisaleally solf-satisfiod than the Eueilsh, Among
the upper or hetter educated classes, Flur’lﬂrnr!n:n hai
died out, exespt of courso In Fourth of July and other
public addresses, when the seream of tha Natlonal
ragle must be heard,  Ome sometimes fnds It repluesd
by undie self-deproeiation, wiih lamentatlons over the
want nf eulture, the decline of falth, or the corruption
of polities.

This book aught to render the important ser-
vice to this country of removing many miscon
eeptions that exist in other countries, anil es-
peecially in England, regarding the government
and the politieal and social charnatoristics of
the American people. On this side of the Atian-
tio it will be esteemed for its cordial approeii-
tion of all that is bright and hopeful in American
life, as well for the learning, ahility and skill
with whieh the politieal institutions of the United
States have been portrayed.  Thera is niuch
necessarily in the work that is only of pissing
jnterest to the American, hut until some one
of our own people supercodes it with a better
work, especially devoted to the exposition of
our varous systems of government, it will res
main & standard even for the Amorican reader,

LITERARY NOTES.

Harriet B. Franels, the wife of the Ton, John M.
Prancls, of Troy, has written a L0k desepititng her
travels with her hushand, She has had it beautifully
printed  for private clpeulation, undor the title of
“ Acress the Meridian.”

Mr. Gladstone wouldn’t wrl.nn articls on ¥ John
Ward, Preacher,” when asked t do =0 “41 never
writo about religlon,® he sald, “unless I have a
special object. My mason for writing about *Hobert
Flsmers® wag to show that the arguments Lrought
forwanrd against Christianity in it were falluclons, No
gneh axcuss wonld justify an article on John Ward,
Preacher,’ in which no attaek on Christlanlty (s eon-
talned.” Mre. Gluwdstone onee sald that her hushand
considersd it ona of his most sacred dutles to do his
utmost to check the food of Infidelity which was
sweeping over England.

Mr. Whittier's eyes are not strong and he cannot
read mueh, Conscquently he has not read * Ilobert
Flsmare.” e has read “ John Wanl, Preacher,” and
enjoyed it “1 think that Is good,” €aibl Lo, * whern
the old lawyer Is dying, amnd the minlster comes in
and wants to read nml pray.  The fawyer doesn't
care about it He 5 tired and suftering.  Then the
minister bappens to say how God §s good, “Well,
that's all right, then; that's all T waunl to know,
It God Is good, that's enough.'” In speaking of the
hereafter, he sald that we nesd no more proat of its
pxlstenee than the Incomploteness of this iifm, and
ho added that It was quite eertiin thit we are not
golng to bo much different in the other Jfe than wo

ame In this

Margaret Deland, who wroto % Tohn Wad,
Preachor,” gays that “ Robert Elsmere? is %a great
novel: nmot s much In what It gives as in what (it
suggests that one may gain for one's scif, and, after
all, that s the most valuable gift It Is impossiblo
not to see by the etrugglo In Hobert Eismem's soul
that the Eternal may bo reached sometimes without
the all or lmitations of creel”

Doth Frekmann and Chatrian now have eomfortabls
fortunes mada out of their lterary worle They aro
about seventy years old.  FErelonann |5 8 hlue-ey e,
pink-chectind bachelor. Chatrisn is a Hetle  enrly-
haired, black-eyed old man with & bumpy forehemd,
The two wero schoolfellows, Tt [s sald that they nro
engaged in propaving & new novel; it s & long timg
glnes they have published anything

Tennyson is batter, but, at tha azo nf seventy-niin
his working days aro over. e will undectakio hepe
after no more laborions task than a Httle revision of
liis poems.  Ilis severse fliness was brought on thimough
Indulgence In & llle-long passion for walking in the
radil,

There s & probability that Browing will by the next
faurcate. Though only threo years younger than
Ternyson, he s as robust {n mind aud body as & med ol
flity.

Ol Donnelly, Dennelly! Ha is “mad”; his litls
temper i3 exacerbated. “ Nine-tenths of the graves of
hie world,” says Donnelly, “ are filled with unsdulteratod
tools®  The present fuhabitants of the globe srewm W
be wiser than theie apoestors; they don't bellevs In
Donnelly for one thing. Yet Donnelly 18 not dlsconraged.
No, he will contime to ecomhine statesmanship sod
llterature, “ ke the gentleman who wis the * wisest,
brightest, meanest of mankind.” “1 ecannot well
keep out of politics,” says Donnally, “ T work off & great
deal of surplus sctivity In that way. And then, besides,
1 think the mind 15 not healthy which runs in one
rut.  This seems to have beon Hacon's hlca also,
Py taking sume part (n publle alfalrs I come hack
refreshed to my Uierary labors. Noxt spring I shall
sctile down quietly at bome, dismiss from my mind
all other thoughts, and tuke up the eipher whers 1 1oft
It off: I think I can perfeet the workmnnship of 1t}

that 15, I think I can discover the missing lnks of the |

rule governing the crrang=ment of the words In the
sentences. 1 have no doubt if 1 had had that part of the
nie perfectsy I shipuld have avoldsl wmny of the
criticlsms as to the languags of the eipheruarrutive,
aud should have brought the whols thivg down to an
absolute demonstration. Hut the spirlt of the eritics
seemed to bs pot to give me any credit for what I
had deps, but to denounce me for what [ had not
dons, 1 don't care & slxpenes about what anybody
says ahont my book er myself. 1 am right, and uwe
will Jusufy mo.®

Mr. Stedman writes thus te “ The Boston Adver
tiser” in response to o Query a8 to what theme offors
the greatest scope to the coming Amerean novel:
“I am wo much overworked to add anytbiing of
{nterest to your ‘Uterary supploment.” Hut [ will say
this respecting your charactertstle Boston eonund ram :
1t never has occurrod 10 me that a spoclilo themo |s
essitial to & novel—whieh 1 taka tu be a work of the
grestive lmsgination, &nfl nolther 4 sermon nor &
gehool-composition.  And 1 suppose the coming novel
will be written by » novellst, snd not by oue who s,
first of all, a propagandlst or reformer.

Mrs. Mona Calrd, the woman who started the dis
eussion of “Is Marrlage a Fallum 7™ will probably
find In that fact tho moeans of & “ boom® for her foril-
coming novel  Tho buok presents the history of the
daughter of & country squire awpd his peritinical

difference to politieal life of the educated and | Wifo, who, from difforent motives, [ndues her daughtep

| wealthy clusses is an evil, but largely sseribable,

he believes, to causes having little to do with

demoeraey, nnd the sbstention ftself, he thinks, is

passing away.  The spoils systm and corrup-
tion are both eonditlons which the futare will
mitigute, if it does not wholly remove.  He finds
#iso u prominence of inferior men in politics,
ond au absence of distinguished figures, He

to mairy the son of & nelghboring proprietor.  Matri-
monlal misery is Indioated .

palnte-Beuve once sald to Taine lo the bhoat of
an historieal discussion: " Tatsez-vous, Talue! Yon
lmow books, but you know nothinz about men.®

A Montreal lawyor owns the only existing copy of

the first book published fn Canada It 1s Archbishop
Languet's catechium bearing date 1705,

ANNIE KILBURN. -

MR HOWELLS'S NEW BOOK.

ANNIE KILBURN, By W. D. Howells, 12mo, PP
431, Harper & Brothers.

o, Howells's lust novel exhibits the isfluence
of many disturbing elements upon the mind of
the writer. What they eall the * zeitgeist® in
Germony s strongly reflected in the pages of
w Anmie Kilourn®; and the lenses throngh which
current socinl phenomena are viewed are not thase
of optimism. The heroine is a not quite young
woman, who, after o long residence abroad, re-
tutns orphaned to her old home, This is 8 New-
England manufscturing town in o transition stale
betwoen eolonial Puritanism and nobody knows
what. Annie Kilburn stands for that peculiarly
modern eondition of mind in which dissotisine-
tion with social relations #s they exist is rather
pouralyzod than tempered by the operation of o
practical sense which teaches the futility of all
the remedinl ngencies that suggest themselves.
She strongly yeurns to do good; to better the
state of the poor; to cqualize social canditions.
With o woman's impulsivencss she begins many
things; with & New-England woman's intellectualk
alertness she quickly realizes the uselessness of
her experlments. But she is not alone in the
desite to right wrongs und remove abuses. An
atmosphere of restlessness, doubt and perplexity
surrounds the story, which is full of futile re-
formers and hypoceites and feeble essays At
amelioration undertaken in denss misapprehen-
sion of whit is really needed.

Tolstol dashed with Anarchy might be said to
be the most conspleuous fiavors in the book. An-
nle Kilburn herself is a would-be philanthropist,
who feels her hands tied by inevitable circum-
stances. The Rev. Mr Peclc is an evangelical
dreamer who lacks administrative and eo-ordi-
pating power, and drifts into u deadly quareel
with the respestable hypocrites of his congregi-
tion. Gerrish, the hewd and type of these, is o
vulgar, purse-proud, greedy and overbearing
tradesman, who demands * the promises” from
his pastor, and is furious when the latter at-
empts to apply the tenclings of Christ to
conduct.  Putney is an frregulur genius, who is
strongly deawn to the side of all the protestants
azainat modern social econditions: who, 88 &
lnwyer, prefers to defend boyeotting Knirthts of
Labor, and who is the oppesite of the Gerrish
trite, Dohemian sgainst Philistine, » natoial ¥ re-
volte,” in short.  Then there is Mrs. Munger, tha
sovial leader, who mannges everybody, and wish-
ing to start a social union for the henefit of the
working people, propeses to ralse funds by an
outdoor theatrieal performance, followed by &
supper and denee from which tho beneficiarios ars
to be excluded. Mr, Howells's art has never been
more finely displayed than in the handling of the
feminine elements of * Apnie Kilburn.® The
whole episode of Mrs. Munger's call upon her
friends for the pnrpose of gathering opinfons as
to the supper and dance plan is deseribed with
constimmate humor snd insight.  The vieit of
the three former gisl friends to Annic upon her
return from Rotme is perhaps equally good. Thera
is marvellons perception and skilful description
in ull this; but theee is also a certnin wani of
humanity, which produces a slightly uncomfort-
alile 1mpression.

No doubt thers are plenty of people who talk
and met snd think very like the Mrs, Mungers
and Mrs, Wilminetans amd Mrs. Gerrishes  But
it they wore reall neither more nor less than
what Mr, Howells makes them scem to be, they
would not be tolerable. In truth, even the worst of
them s more humanity about them than the noy-
¢list makes allowsnece for, They are not thrown out
in sueh strong relief in actual life as to exag-
gernte all their defects, They are seen by a
softer and more geninl light than that which he
employs. It might be going too far to say that
Mr. Howells is chargeable with distortion, bus
lie s ehargeable with dwelling too much upon
unpleasant traits and depressing phenomena, No
doubt the perplexities, the restlessness, the pes-
simism, the hypoerisies, the soefal shams and im-
postures, brought in evidence by him have an ob-
jective existence, and the artist car Irame o
picture of society which shall put them st the
tront withont falsification. But such & pioture
cnnnot bs aeeonted s a perfectly eandid and
faithful representation, and it will not help any
of us to get to the bottom of the difficulties it
exhibits in so strong o light, or to solve the
problem it surrounds with so lavish an atmosphere
of artificial fog. In the case of Mr. Peck the
ingenuity of the author, clastio as it is, seems
for onee to have been At fault, for he
hns heen apparently compelled to get rid of
this unmanngeable reformer by the commonplace
and Inartistic expedicent of & railroad acecident
just ns he wis setting out in a new line of philan-
throple experiment.

Mr. Peck inleed is not clearly drawn. He is
dimly outlined at the beginning and we never get
much closee to him. Ilo reacts upon Annie
Kilbutn more powerfully than seems quite in-
telligible from what we know of him; or perhaps
it would be truer to say that in order to explain
Lis influence the reader is oblized to depreciate
Miss Kilbumn's intelligence—which, it may be pre-
sumed, is not what the suthor intended. The
strongest, best vitalized, aund most interesting
charsoter In the book is Puiney, the brillinnt
Lohewian lawyer, who pesses his Lfe in & ccase-

| less stvuggle with the lust of drink, and is now and

then overcome by his enemy. Putney strikes us
us one of the most nutural, strongest and best
compoacted characters Mr. Howells has created
Lis iwilings are as thoroughly idicsyucrated as
ore lis good qualities. Hus wit, lus sative, his
guaint terms of expression, belosg to him ab-
solutely, 1o is a mun we kuow, and he will live
by virtue of his right to survival  Dr. Slorrell, on
the other hand, is shadowy. It might almost be
suspected that he was an afterthought, brought in
to save Annie from marrying the Hev. Mr. Peck
—n colamity which it became necessary to avoid
by sacrilleing the minister. The Doctor is not
much morve than o luy figure, and, secing that he
is to be the husband of the heroine he should Lave
been filled out and vitalize He has not half
the individuality of Gerrish, the dry-goods-store
keeper, who is willing to help the poor, but be-
lieves In making them work for starvation wages
anid keep their places at the foot of the soclal
ludder.

“ Annie Kilburn® hoas the merit, rather un-
usual in one of Mr. Howells's novels, of a cheer-
ful and detinite ending—speaking after the con-
ventions of etion., Marringe, of eourse. is in no
reil sense an end; it I8 but o beginning ; but, pos-
sibly because experience proves matrimony tw be

s0 wuch of & lottery, poor human naturs likes to
ke belicve, in its wometts of romance, that

the teiinks aud troubles o
the  miusie  of  the Wﬂldﬁ: o z\uﬂﬂ'
io this  honry and  pathetic ‘idmllutmu

Mre, Howells hos in the prese rred,
and Aoule Kilburn pm‘; u.?n'i Ia”::'ﬂm l:’ié:niu
.“.l'“"' the stuiwaet uud devoted arm of Dr. Mo

This s better thun the favorite pructicss of the
wuthor—ol severag the relations Lotween his
Clwaciers uid the publie abruptly and capri-
ciously, sod leaving everything in unce ty
with o shight but obvious bias toward the i
cheerful Trubublhtiu. It would be still batter,
Lowever, 1f Mr, Howells could free his mind from
the dark shadows which tov evidently depra:s it; it
he could look upon the social situation more hope-
fully and ebstain from following the tendencies
wihidch un{ael him more und wore townrd pessiniistic
views,  No doubt there wre many insoluble prob-
lews, but then there always have been such prob-
lems. No doubt there afe mwany hy posrites and
fools; but then there ulways have been hypocrites
{p-ilfuoh. No doubt the Haves and the lHave
Nots _I.mhl antaguiistic vie but then this has
slways been the case, ln‘l.nhr. Howells realize
thut niver all humunity itself is perenninily voung,
vigorous, capable, and elastie, and that conse

qlu-_ml ¢ its chunee of coping successfully witl
;::l:‘::lll‘l‘ll's b eonfront it are st leuul.l:n zw‘d‘ﬁ:

WHAT THE PSYCHICAL SOCIETY DID
ll-):run loiter to The Providenes Journal,
ho annoal meeting of the Amerie y

Payehloal Nesearcl wga held this wm? ::f‘.i:’e:?lr
ot e sakl that 18 report of progress was very on-
Ootcaging. At the riall of keaniing invidlous it 15 tm-
possible to foel that therp are more than two or three
mon &l most who o active In (he society, who have
the hremdth and grasn uee soary Lo make thelr work
of any particular effeet or valite, There has bosn a
wood deal of puttering during the past year, and the
suciely haa wocumulaied a 150g0 numbor of stalsiled
hich, If not valueloss, are so Bear E that the dif-
Is wot worth aeiong 1 alwaye  um-

.

LITTLE MARY CECILIA BRUNOLD

Has just been cared of the worst Eczemn ever seen br
the doctors who treated hor. From head to feet a
mans of diseased skin. Several physicinns, amedi.
enl college, and nll remedies fll, Curcd by Catlears
Remedies,

My little dsughtor, Mary Ceellis Brunold, was affieted
with the worst cass of eceems evor seon by the ducturs
troatod hor.  Bhe was Hrally covered from hiad to
foot with scaba,  These payalcians tried their bost o chre
but 1 bolleve thiy weiv sty esporibenting. Ly
kept on sxrrimuu:;; Tor aver Lon months, but instesd of
griting better the child worse, sid 1 d not Euow
WHAL COUrse Lo Pursis, ¥ witn touk her, afier wo had
pald all we eould atford for medienl treatment, to @ medica)
sollogn where thefe wero some twenly er thiry AiCtors as
sembicd, but tho case baMed them all. My wils had o g
overy day, and sometimos twios a day. In fact, the medi.
ol they gave my ebild did not have time Lo aet, ave it
thers wis any virtuo in f1, it was whanged s often bY or-
dors of the doctors, The latter part of January, fiee
everything had falled smd poticnce and mobey Wern
wxhausied, | muade up my mind 10 quit all doctoring sod
try tho COTICUGA REMEDIES. I did s, and mm
cnn sy that my daughtet cured, sound in health
well, to the surprise of handroeds, .

The druggist, Mr. H. 3. Rrusger, eomer Chsuteau asg
FEwing hves, who sold us tho CETICURA ItEMEDTES,
Is me much astonissed e auy of us  The CUTICURA
MREMEDIES have workod a eomplete enrs, and we have
uwed but & Htte mdgs thon G wfourths of a bottde of
CUTICURA RESOLVENT, snd a proportionate atount of
CUTIOURA and CUTICU RA SOAP, T am ready at any
Ume to make amdavis that my daoghter had the wurss
ouse of mezoma, is the doctors all adeuit, evor sonn I thig
citv, ahd that she had hedn cursd solely by the CUTL
CLitA BEMEDIES, alter the best physiclans aud reme-

vl

shall ba glad to have any ona call npon
write me who bes a child “simibarly  aficied,
oF any parson who is troutiod with &
skin  disease, nay aoe for himaclf what yoar
CUTICURA

tude for

that ha
m;;u-:nwj; nave done. 1 dio this in gratl
the cure Lhat haa been wifoctsd In ray ehild’s cass.
CHAS, B. RRUNOLD,
2.905 Gratiot-st., bt Louls, Mo
—
avervowhers,  Price, CUTICURA, e SNAP,
o8¢ i RESOLVENT, ol Provared by the POTTER
DRUG AND CHEMICAL CO., Boston, Mass.
Send for * How to Cure Bkin Diseases® 64 pages,
50 llustrations, and 100 testimonials

LOVELIEST, Whitest. Clearest Skin and sofiost Hands
produced by CUTIOURA SOAR. -
KIDNEY PAINS,

With thefr waary, dull, aching, lifeleda all-gons
sensation, rtelloved o one minuts by the
CUTICURA ANTI.PAIN PLARTER. The firss
and only paln-subdulng Plaster. All druzeists,
25 cenis

graclous to stand off and find fault, but the object of
the Psychical sSoelety Is ons In which 1 have the mosk
intense interest, and whatever concelt and wssumption
of superiority thern may ba In the remark, I must say
that 1 canpot Mook upon thelr procesdings with any-
thiig but a fecling of lrritation at the 1neompstescs
of the whole business, Stiil I am ready to allow that
the subjoct Is one of which the investigation is ex-
uvmolf intricate and difficult

Professor Royee, who Is a very clever man, read
the longest paper of the o\-nnfnq. about which it would
not be ’ilr to speak detinitely w thott seeing the whole
of It, 88 |ts length obliged Professor Royee to omis
lar rtlons of It; but the general {mpression from
ftlst it & davoted largely 1o the antiquated de-
Vlee 0f inveating abstrusa sounding names for perfoetly
abvious and well known facts, It s difienit to see,
for instance, how the * pretido- resentiments® aMe any-
thing but the common enoigi mistale, with which
every ons is famillar, of confounding time to the
extent of considering “Impressions recotved from s
event ns jeeselgiments felt beforchand,  Every-
body knows how frequently people are sore that they
{presaw events, anticipated expressions, and so on, and
it 15 hard to undarstand where the distinetion les be-
tween Professor Royee's “ psendo-presentiments® and
thess common phenomena. However, nuihing 18 mors
easy than to misjudge & fragmentary paper.

———

GEORGE MEREDITH AT HOME.

HOW HE LOOKS, TALKS AND LIVES.

Box M, whers 3Mr, Meredith lves, s just far
emough out of London, No wealth of the London
m. st hovers over if. ral topderaess of the

The nualur
blus stmgspbem of England suffers hern no diminution,
Ono Uving heére mav run up to Landon, if one wills, to
shop or to visit oo 's Mepds or publisher; wnd then
return to one’s own fireside with the conMlonEness
ihat it 1s just far eoough from the econtre of English
lite to prevent sudden and indiseriminate Interruption.
Mr Meredith met me wirh Lis nervous | ttla dachshund
st the statlon. He had his stout walldng-stick and
Lis Dght-gray English walking sult t Mol with
{uu s dech of rod at the neek; and he was evidently
n the midst of the afternoon jauat which 1t 1s hid
Tron-gray halr with ripples In It camo
cut from under his round cloth hat of the same
material as his coar. A Dbrizht eye, a stralght moss,
a compast, lthe, broad shouldsred figure, a person
with a fine breeziness in all his movemests. andl &
strong step upon the earth thout & toneh of un-
oertaln g: Itu and all confidence that the ground
was sufficfont to suppart him, as he mensured it with
bucyant strida, and chatted on to the »winging of h's
cans—that was Mr, Mepedith as I first saw him. ho
first | jon was certalnly striking. The lash
impression, when, at the fire, head uncovered, hs
sat in & dark coat after dinnar, was not less sfriking.
But until 1 saw him thus I did not discover how
excoedingly handsoms as well as animated h's face Is,
1 was immediately impressed with the splendldly
hoalthy tone and superabundant life of the man. Thers
was vigor and sanlty in his way of Iooking at things,
and no sentimentalism, One need not talk with My,
Meredith to discover his hatred of sham and seutimen-
tallty ; this s a prominent Ley-note of his work. But
I had It anew impressed upon me in a fashion that
earried with it at the time all the force of Irrefutable
domonstraton. It Is alwags a nlee process, that ot
moving off from the shore gut of the shallows inta tha
full stream of conversstion ; and In that delicate op=ra-
tion 1, when it came my turn, had done a good deal
of futlle splashing In the waier, makng some wholly
obvions and mmmonglm referance to the changing
lravos and the sombreness of thelr ecolor In com
with that of our Ameriean fol'age. thanks to

the maples; and I finished with a placituda about
the English hues helng more r:eumg. as they wera
less obtrustve and suggest ve of the dying year, whicl
meant the filckering of one more series of cantdles on
another Christmas night that would never return.  But

wont to take.

how ulomm!enl]{ unfortunite
Mr. Meredith had no place—and jnstly , for L
aad cadd what I had sald wih only & half-liearted

sineerity, as soma aothors pad their bonks to fill \.:g—-
Mr. Meredith had no piace for scotimentality of this
sort. What was there In the thought of the passing
yrars that should be sad? It was life. more 1ts
fuller, for which man should bo ever seeking, to ha
sure, But lfa was not to bs had by whining into
% past that had turned tall and fed. — Rather,
men must look up bravely, planted on the honest
presont, to the problems of tha passing fotore, never
contept to live !n a fool's paradies, but always courting
activily, and making use of moments as they came
s0 hravely, so well, that such moments would he
quite transformed [ito the energy af charastar, not
jeft hehind to hsunt you lke sloughed ehrysallses of
vanlshed butterfly bopes and npuolses.  Hlow el
quently he did crusli my poor thought, which was
altogether unworthy to be the sponsor for such
eltquened, T rocalied bz saying: “You may start
a germon from stonas to hit the stars.™ 1t was refresh.
ing and epeouraging, I felt ugain the full tonle
breors that I had slways found blowing through the
pages of Mr, Meredith's hooks,

Golng up the footpath across the slops we got
upon the subject of Me. James and Mr. sievensou.
For Mr. James, both a= man and writer, Me. Moredith
has @ very warm regard; but Me, Stevenson, who was
undoubtodly o sort of protege nf Mr, Meredith, he
thinks & very great artist, “1 knew stevenson,®
sald, “long before he wos known o yon all, I saw
whitt was 1n him, and ho imew that he would do goid
worlt®  M:, and Mrs, Stevenson are frequent visitors
at the Box INIl cottage, whepe Mp, Stevenpson’s
favorite point of vantag:. I understand, {5 the steps
in front of the door, There are several Interstng
photographs of h'm in the home; and they avidontly
Iike to have him thers as much as he enloys coming.

It was verging toward a ehill twilizht when we
turned Into the gateway of the 1itle place, and walked
hy the high, dark hedge to the door. A echecrtul
fira {n the grato In the room at the vight greeted ue
as we ontered and we sat down with Miss Meedith
and a young felond of hers befors the flve,  Soon Me,
Merediih’s son, an electrieal vuginser In  Landon
*dnd us, taking the place of tho father, who retired
o his study for a few moments helom dinner.

Mr. Meradith took the place, T sald, but he wi
not lay ft up against me (f I «ay that he Aid not 811
't. Our quiet chat of threc-quarters of an hour befam
dinner, howaver, was very pleasant, and would have
besn ploasanter, like every moment of the visit, if
I had not reallzed all the Hme that T was obliged
to return to London that night ;

The houss [s quiet and humble as ean ba,
are not more than half & dozen rooms, 1 shold say,
all.  Bus Mr. Meredith's own day Is passed o & small
oottage which he has bullt Just back of the houss,
turiher up on the edgo of the woods,  Here I8 a single
gleeping-room snd a study, wh eh visliovs raely ses,
His daughter ls the mistress of the Hitle home, and
entortaing his guests—and her own—there fn (ts de
Lghtful gacluslon,  From the windows of the sitting
mom Into which we came T looked ont over the highs
dark hedge across a geutly sloping ecountry, no®
quvercd with the evenlug mist and the sofy {l i of
& young moon. DBehind was the firel'ght ..& 1he
senso of coslness. A fow roproductions of well. kno®n

alntings, a bouk or two by the vass of tlowers on t
able, several photographs of personal friends. and
two easy-ohairs at aither slils of the fim almos) com-
pleted tha sdornment of the room.  Buot here n front
of the fire was a charming figure of & young woman in
white, with features roflseting the fine eontonr of the
fathar’s. Never were comparatively homble surrow
Ings s0 lifted Into o strange, ram attuosphere that
quta transforms them as In this home, when ite
mastor stands before the flie with his family aboud
bhim and opens his lps and speabs.

A room that hae onee heand Mp, Meredith's voles
Aominst' ng among friends e talk, aad out of whic
he hine gone, 1s ke a Greek theatie that has esous
with the echoss of Assehylean and Arviatophanio drama
and has lost the volee of the protagonlet an | the ehotus
all ai the same tme. Far Mr, Meresd th §s both |
thesa at once without siratel of fguee, It Is not
an upcommon thing to =ay of an author that be talks
Just n& ho writes, Hot this Is lweally fene of Me
Meredith,  1f one will recall any of the famillar pags
of thuse novels it will ho eviden® what | mean and how
Very remarkable it 's tha! this statcment may b
meale. Tt mors even than this micr he sald, hocaysd
the lght sparkls on the foam of Iis ehnfing, snd the
bromsd gleamy of the blop sky reflected n the clear
oxpanse of his despor attarancos, whon the converss
tlan &% werfons and calm, the terant lnslstonoa of a8

by gesture or pepeated 1ooi, sll thesa gualliies esn

be seen ouly face to face with this master of cloguent
and spontancois expression. Thess are the appropeiate
atmosphere, a8 € Wore, through which wa look at the
miwk \w:ml:-rrn] Gorthie sirmeturs In Eaeland, Mre
Mepedith's style,  Me. Moredith's eloguonen (s simply
oxhanstless I8 memory (5 8 capeo ods s L0
Quincoy's, and hls fund of Weas te alost bevond
wmdid. Drollovies, humors, witt elsms he

& wondertul umue ek of high gl hn

There
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